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Methodology

= Surveys were conducted with Ontarians aged 18 and over on PollaraOs online panel, between
June 17t and June 19 t, 2008.

= |n total, 1172 surveys were completed. A comparable telephone survey would have an overall
margin of error of = 2.9%, 19 times out of 20. The margin of error on subsections will be higher.

= Results were weighted by gender and age, based on the most recent Census data, so as to
ensure a sample that is representative of OntarioOs adult population.



Key Findings & Recommendations

There is widespread general support for a Green Energy Act (GEA) in principle, without
discussing any specific targets or electricity bill impact. Over six in ten Ontarians (62%) strongly
support the concept, with an additional three in ten (31%) somewhat in support.

When asked to select a 2018 renewable energy target for the GEA, the median response was 50%
renewables, double the existing 25%.

= At the same time, 3 in 10 Ontarians (30%) are likely to see a 50% renewable energy target
as being unrealistic.

= Strong supporters of a GEA are more likely to want ambitious 2018 renewable energy
targets than soft supporters or opponents.

Women are more likely (66%) than men (57%) to strongly support a GEA, and they generally
support more ambitious renewable energy targets than men.

The reduction of greenhouse gas emissions is viewed as the main argument in favour of a GEA
by a majority (56%) of Ontarians. It should therefore be the one used most often when promoting

the act.

= Strong supporters of a GEA are even more likely (64%) to see the reduction of greenhouse
gas emissions as the main argument for a GEA.

= Ontarians are more likely to view the need for a reliable (12%) and domestic (11%) supply
of energy as the main reason for a GEA, compared to economic reasons (cheaper
electricity prices B 8%, green collar jobs B 8 %). Promoting the GEA as a roadmap to a
Oreliable domestic supply of energyO is an argument that might resonate with Ontarians.
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Context: Public Knowledge/Perception of

Renewable Energy Use

= Eight percent of Ontarians correctly identify 25% as the percentage of OntarioOs energy supplied
from renewable energy sources. Half of Ontarians (51%) believe it is less than this amount, and
one third (34%) believe it is more.

= One in six (16%) Ontarians believe that at least half of OntarioOs energy is supplied by renewable
energy sources.

= Women (mean: 30.3) believe a higher percentage of OntarioOs energy is supplied by renewable
energy sources than do men (mean: 23.3).
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Q1. What percentage of OntarioOs total electricity supply do you believe is currently supplied by renewable energy
sources such as wind, solar, biogas, biomass, and hydro? If you are not sure, offer your best guess. (enter a DO AR A 000
percentage between 0 and 100) If you are completely unaware, just click OnextO. M ULL/\NIN/\ 4



General Support for a Green Energy Act, in

Principle

= Over 9 in 10 Ontarians support (93%) a Green Energy Act that would create firm targets for
increasing the amount of OntarioOs electricity generated by renewable energy sources, including
over 6 in 10 (62%) who strongly support it.

= |t is important to note that this question measures general support in principle, without
discussing the specific targets or impact of a GEA on residential electricity bills.
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Q2. Would you support or oppose the Ontario government adopting a OGreen Energy ActO, which would create firm

targets for increasing the amount of OntarioOs electricity supply that is generated by renewable energy sources?I )Y | A D A 0e®
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Support for Green Energy Act, by Genderation

= While overall support levels for a GEA are comparable between men (92% support) and women
(94% support), women are more likely (66%) than men (57%) to strongly support an act.

= A majority of all genderation groups strongly support a Green Energy Act, however men aged 35
and over are the least supportive (54% strongly support).
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Q2. Would you support or oppose the Ontario government adopting a OGreen Energy ActO, which would create firm

targets for increasing the amount of OntarioOs electricity supply that is generated by renewable energy sources?[ ) () L L AR A ve®
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Green Energy Act Target

= Seven in ten (70%) Ontarians believe that at least doubling the percentage of OntarioOs energy
supply that comes from renewable energy sources by 2018 is a realistic target.

= Women are more likely than men to want aggressive targets for a potential Green Energy Act,
setting a mean target of 58.4% renewables, compared to 53.5% renewables for men.
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Q3. Renewable energy sources, such as wind, solar, biogas, biomass, and hydro, currently make up close to 25%
of OntarioOs total electricity supply (23% hydro and 2% other renewable energy sources).
If this Green Energy Act were passed, what [SPLIT]target/realistic target should it set for the percentage of D N1 A D A ce®
OntarioOs total electricity supply that is generated by renewable energy sources by the yea018? UL L/ NN/



Green Energy Act Target, by GEA Support Level

= Strong supporters of a GEA are more likely to set an aggressive 2018 renewable energy target
(target mean: 63.5, Orealistic targetO mean: 57.7).
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Q3. Renewable energy sources, such as wind, solar, biogas, biomass, and hydro, currently make up close to 25%
of OntarioOs total electricity supply (23% hydro and 2% other renewable energy sources).
If this Green Energy Act were passed, what [SPLIT]target/realistic target should it set for the percentage of
OntarioOs total electricity supply that is generated by renewable energy sources by the yeap018? i
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Perceived Benefits of a Green Energy Act

= A majority of Ontarians (56%) see a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions as the main long
-term benefit of a Green Energy Act.

= Strong supporters of a GEA are more likely to see a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions
(64%) as the main benefit of a GEA compared to soft supporters (49%), or opponents (8%).

No benefits (5%)

Among Strong GEA Supporters:
Reduction in GHG 64%
Reliable energy supply 12%

Cheaper electricity prices (8%)

Creation of “green collar”
jobs (8%)

Larger domestic supply 8%

Green collar jobs 8%
Cheaper electricity 7% Larger domestic supply
No Benefits 1% of energy (11%)

Reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions (56%)

More reliable supply of energy (12%)

Q4. What do you think would be the main long-term benefit of this Green Energy Act?
(please click only one) P O L L /A\ R /A\ SSE. o



Perceived Benefits of a Green Energy Act,

by Genderation

= Reducing greenhouse gas emissions is seen to be the main long term benefit of a GEA by a
majority of Ontarians in all genderation groups.

= Men are slightly more likely (11%) than women (5%) to see the creation of green collar jobs as the
main benefit of a GEA.

Reduction in More Reliable Larger Creation of Cheaper No Benefits
Greenhouse Energy Domestic Green Collar Electricity
Gas Supply Energy Supply Jobs Prices
Emissions
Overall 56% 12% 11% 8% 8% 5%
Men 56% 11% 11% 11% 6% 5%
Men 18-34 58% 11% 7% 18% 4% 2%
Men 35-54 56% 10% 12% 9% 8% 6%
Men 55+ 54% 12% 14% 9% 5% 6%
Women 57% 14% 10% 5% 10% 4%
Women 18-34 57% 13% 8% 6% 9% 7%
Women 35-54 55% 12% 11% 5% 14% 3%
Women 55+ 58% 16% 12% 5% 6% 3%
Q4. What do you think would be the main long-term benefit of this Green Energy Act? NAOLT AD A
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