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Permitting & Approvals Processes  

for Community Power Projects:

Wind & Biogas Projects under Standard Offer Contracts in Ontario

Final Notes / Disclaimer

This guidebook is for information purposes only. A variety of information sources were 
consulted in the writing of this guidebook however permits and approvals processes are 
under constant review and revision in this sector. 

OSEA makes no guarantee as to the accuracy contained in this guidebook. 

The authors can not be held liable for any errors found in this guidebook. 

Wind and biogas projects are complex undertakings and project proponents are required 
to consult all relevant agencies and to ensure that the information they have about 
regulations, policies and procedures is accurate and up-to-date.
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Foreword 

This guidebook (first edition) offers an overview of the policy 
environment for wind and biogas projects in Ontario. The con-
tent of this guidebook will also be useful to municipal planners 
considering wind project policy, project proponents and members 
of the public participating in planning processes. This guidebook 
is not comprehensive in scope due to the multitude of policy 
nuances across the province and will require regular updating to 
keep in step with policy changes. The Ontario Sustainable Energy 
Association makes no guarantee as to the legal accuracy of content.
The scope of this document includes farm-based biogas and wind 
power projects under 10 MW, that are eligible for the Standard 
Offer Program as of November, 2006. As the wind industry expands 
in Ontario, OSEA aims to support the development of Community 
Power projects. Permitting, approvals processes and land use plan-
ning for wind and biogas projects are emerging as issues at munici-
pal, provincial and federal levels. As decision-makers search for best 
practices and regulatory parameters, OSEA works to ensure that 
these policies favour the growth of an industry that provides emis-
sion-free energy generation and energy-from-waste.
The installed capacity for wind power doubled in 2006. Over the 
past seven years the Canadian wind industry has grown from total 
installed capacity of 137 MW to 1,451 MW showing an annual 
growth rate of 38%. In this growth phase, the wind industry has 
experienced marked growing pains as policy makers are pressed to 
respond to increased applications and a surge of interest across the 
province. This has created a range of site-specific regulatory issues 
and anomalies with respect to wind power policy, which will be 
explored here in general terms.
Biogas projects are less prevalent and considerably less developed as 
a renewable energy technology with far less take up when compared 
with wind. For this reason, this guidebook places an emphasis on 
regulatory issues and policy changes related to wind power projects.
Wind power developments present a particular array of challenges 
in current regulatory environments. Proponents must be prepared 
to undertake a time and resource-intensive process with due dili-
gence at every step, drawing on a range of skills and expertise to 
successfully acquire necessary permits and approvals. This guide-
book offers general information on land use planning, application 
and approvals processes, criteria, issues identification and consulta-
tion requirements. It is intended to be a used as planning, project 
and policy development tool.
The Ontario Sustainable Energy Association (OSEA) is an umbrella 
organization formed to implement community sustainable energy 
projects across Ontario. OSEA was established in May 1999, with a 
mission to “facilitate the transition to a sustainable energy economy 
in Ontario through the development and support of community-
based sustainable energy initiatives.”
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