
        

Climate Change Resiliency Symposium       DATE: JUNE 28th, 2019 9:00AM-12:00 PM
      Location: 250 Yonge St., 35th Floor

Organized by: The Ontario Sustainable Energy Association 

8:30-9:15 AM   Light Breakfast Served 

9:15 AM   Welcome: Dan Goldberger, Chair of the Board, OSEA 

9:20 -10:00 AM Dr. Blair Feltmate 
Head, Intact Centre on Climate Adaptation  

        Key Issues Explored: 
• How real is Climate Change? 
• Can we even quantify the costs of inaction? 
• How is Canada and Ontario “adapting” to extreme weather? 
• What key steps are needed for Canada to move forward? 

10:00-10:20 AM  Network and Coffee Break 

10:20-11:20 AM Insurance, Reinsurance and Ratings Panel 

   Key Issues Explored: 
• Financing Climate Change is prompting the Insurance/Reinsurance 

Industry to alter their strategy on Urban Development, and in 
Communities hit by Floods, Fires, & Tornadoes 

• How is the research being done at ICLR leading other institutions 
towards promoting resiliency in our communities? 

• Why is S&P now considering embedding climate risks as a key factor 
when determining state or local government’s credit rating? 

  Moderator: Jen Aitchison, SVP Sustainable Energy Practice, Hugh  
   Wood Canada Ltd. 
• Glenn McGillivray, Managing Director, Institute of 

Catastrophic Loss Reduction (ICLR) 
• Nicole Martin, Senior Director, Green Evaluations-Americas, 

Standard & Poors 

11:20-11:50 AM Chandra Sharma, Director, Community Engagement and Outreach  
   At Toronto Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) 

• Building Resilient Communities in Ontario while protecting our 
Watersheds in an Age of Climate Change 

11:50-12:00 PM Wrap Up and Adjournment 
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BIOS of Speakers: 
Keynote: Dr. Blair Feltmate (Ex. Officio Member) – Head, Intact Centre on Climate 
Adaptation (Intact Centre), University of Waterloo 

�   

Previous positions Blair has held include Vice President, Sustainable Development, Bank of 
Montreal; Director, Sustainable Development, OPG; and Partner, Sustainable Investment 
Group/YMG Capital Management.  Blair has written textbooks on environmental science, 
banking and sustainable development. He is generally interviewed by the media 100-150 times 
per year.  He is involved in the creation of several climate adaptation Standards with the 
Canadian Standards Association, and he is Chair, Federal Government of Canada Expert Panel 
on Climate Adaptation. 

Jen Aitchison, SVP, Sustainable Energy Practice, Hugh Wood Canada Ltd. 

  
With over 16 years of insurance industry experience and over 8 years focusing on renewable 
energy and sustainability industries Jen identified, pioneered and imported a suite of risk 
mitigation products specifically targeted towards the unique demands of the sustainable energy 
and energy efficiency industries in Canada.  
 
Jen has built a results-oriented reputation within not only the insurance industry, but also within 
the renewable energy industry. Her work includes consulting with industry leaders on products 
that have reduced risk for manufacturers, project owners, installers, home and business owners. 
Her clients include top tier professionals in Solar, Wind, Hydro, Energy Storage and Energy 
Efficiency. Jen’s passion for the renewables industry is illustrated by her initiative to pioneer the 
product suite for Jones Brown, but also in her work with the insurance companies.  
 
Her clients consider her an asset to the renewable energy community as her integrity and 
dedication to the sustainability space are immeasurable and demonstrated in her attentiveness 
to client service. A formidable expert in Warranty solutions and specific coverage requirements, 
she is a leader in her field. She is sought after by insurance companies for her knowledge and 
understanding of the renewable energy industry.  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A passionate community volunteer and advocate she is a consistent voice in the sustainability 
industry as advisory board member of Women in Renewable Energy, Energy Storage Canada, 
Efficiency Capital Corp., Chair of the PV Fire Safety Committee (CanSIA), prior President and 
Board Chair of Touchstone Youth Centre and a Board Member of TREC SolarShare.  
 
Jen is the recipient of the 2015 CanSIA President’s Award for her work in chairing the PV Fire 
Safety Committee. 

Glenn McGillivray, Managing Director, Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction 

!  

Glenn McGillivray is Managing Director of the Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction. Prior to 
joining ICLR, he served as Assistant Vice President of Corporate Communications for Swiss 
Reinsurance Company Canada and was Corporate Secretary for three Swiss Re operations in 
the country. He began his insurance career at The Personal Insurance Company of Canada in 
Toronto and went on to work for a major Canadian corporate law firm before joining Swiss Re in 
1994 and the ICLR in November 2005. 

As an insurance writer and commentator, his work has been widely disseminated across 
Canada. Glenn has written more than 225 magazine and journal articles, publications and 
blogposts on a range of issues for Canadian Underwriter, Canadian Insurance, Municipal World, 
Disaster Management Canada, Canadian Consulting Engineer, The Lawyers Weekly and The 
Globe and Mail, as well as for the International Journal of Insurance Law. Additionally, he 
speaks and lectures regularly on subjects related to the area of property and casualty insurance 
and reinsurance and natural hazards. Glenn is author of the Swiss Re publications “Cross-
border litigation in the age of free trade”; “Twister: The professional reinsurer’s perspective”; and 
“Inside an Ice-Storm”. 

He holds a B.A. in political science from Wilfrid Laurier University, a M.A. in political science 
from McMaster University, and a graduate diploma in corporate communication from Seneca. 
College. He recently earned his Certificate in Risk Management from University of Toronto’s 
School of Continuing Education. 

Nicole Martin, Senior Director, Green Evaluations-Americas, Standard & Poors 
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�  
Nicole Martin is a Senior Director at S&P Global Ratings based in Toronto, where she is 
part of Global Infrastructure Ratings. Her role as a senior analyst and sector expert 
includes outreach and chairing complex credit committees. She is also involved in the 
firm’s environmental initiatives. Nicole’s 14 years of experience at S&P Global Ratings 
includes many years as primary analyst for Canadian utilities, pipelines, and power.  

Prior to her current role, she managed the Commodities team in Toronto. Nicole recently 
returned from a brief rotation in S&P Global’s London office where she worked with 
several new European issuers.  Prior to joining S&P Global Ratings, Nicole acquired a 
thorough understanding of the Canadian utility sector electricity market restructuring 
and environmental planning. She held a variety of roles that included operations, 
financial, and strategic planning positions at a major Canadian integrated utility and at a 
large transmission company. Nicole also provided consultative services to utilities in 
Hungary, Thailand, and Korea on environmental dispatch of electricity generation. 

Nicole received her Bachelor of Applied Science degree from the University of Toronto 
in 1979 and her Masters’ of Engineering degree from McMaster University in 1982. She 
has been a registered professional engineer in the Province of Ontario since 1983. 

Chandra Sharma, Director of Community Engagement and Outreach, TRCA 
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Chandra Sharma is the Director of Community Engagement and Outreach at Toronto 
and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA). Since 2014, Chandra has been providing 
strategic leadership for a diverse range of watershed programs in TRCA’s nine 
watersheds and Lake Ontario – including climate change, green infrastructure, 
Remedial Action Plan and community/stakeholder engagement. 

Chandra holds a Master’s in Environmental Studies and Planning from York University 
as well as a Public Management Certification from York University’s Schulich School of 
Business. Chandra is a professional planner and a member of the Canadian Institute of 
Planners as well as the Ontario Professional Planners Institute. 
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